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By Zdravka Todorova 
   Gillian Sorensen, Assis-
tant Secretary General of 
the United Nations for 
External Relations, ad-
dressed an audience of 
more than 200 people at 
the 33rd Annual Kansas 
City Mayor’s United Na-
tions Day Dinner on Oc-
tober 14.  Her address 
dealt with the relevance 
and role of the UN in the 
21st century and dis-
cussed what she called 
“myths” about the UN.  
   Her first challenge was 
directed toward the mis-
conception that the UN 
deals only with peace-
k e e p i n g .  S o r e n s e n 
pointed out that this duty 
only “represents about 
20% of the UN’s 

agenda.” She also indi-
cated that peacekeeping 
is not only going on in 
Iraq, as some would be-
lieve. Sorensen reminded 
the audience that the UN 
is currently conducting 
15 peacekeeping opera-
tions. 
   Another peacekeeping 
myth addressed was that 
United States soldiers are 
serving under foreign 
command when partici-
pating in UN peacekeep-
ing operations. Sorensen 
remarked that American 
soldiers are a part of the 
UN forces while the op-
eration lasts. She re-
minded the crowd that 
this is nothing new, and 
that operational control 

under a foreign com-
mander had been prac-
ticed in past wars, such as 
W o r l d  W a r  I I .  
   According to Sorensen, 
it is not the case that US 
soldiers are carrying the 
burden of peacekeeping. 
She stated that the Cana-
dian, the Dutch, the Paki-
stani, the British, the    
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Up Coming Events in 
Kansas City and  

Elsewhere 
 

• January 21, UNA-GKC 
Board meeting, Brookside 
Room, UMKC, 5:30-7:00   
p.m. 

• February 18-21, Midwest 
Model UN conference, 
Hyatt Regency, downtown, 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

• April 18-19, Tentative dates 
of a UNA-GKC regional 
conference, Kansas City. 

• April 20-22, USDA-USAID 
Food Aid Conference, Kan-
sas City. 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Mythis about the UN—
from Gillian Sorensen 

1 

UMKC Model UN group 
goes to AMUN 

1 
 

Report on the UN and  
Terrorism 

2 

UNESCO’s Early Child-
hood and Family Education 

2 
 

WHO and UNAIDS 
HIV/AIDS Plan  

2 
 

Contest Winners from the 
Mayor’s UN Day Dinner 

3 

On This Day in History 4 

Membership Information 4 

U N A - G KC  N E W S  

UMKC Model UN group goes to AMUN 
   Four members of the 
UMKC Model UN group 
participated in the Amei-
can Model UN conference 
in Chicago this past No-
vember.  The group in-
cluded Julie Steinback , 
Purva Vaidya, Kabir 
Khanna, and Vasedeva 
Ramaswamy.  They 
reprsented Afghanistan on 

Karen Vorst, Editor 
Willadee Wehmeyer,  

Associate Editor 

Disarmament and Interna-
tional Security Committee, 
the Economic and Financial 
Committee, the Social, Hu-
manitarian and Cultural 
Committee and the Legal 
Committee.  They also par-
ticipated in the General As-
sembly Plenary Sessions. 
   At one point, the Security 
Council considered a resolu-

tion that called for the 
introduction of UN 
troops in Afghanistan 
expressly to protect 
workers giving humani-
tarian aid to the Afghan 
people.   
   According to the 
AMUN Daily Chronicle, 
a student-run paper pub- 
   (continued on page 3) 



Report of the Policy Working 
Group on the United Nations and 
Terrorism  
   The Policy Working Group considered that the United 
Nations should concentrate its direct role in counter-
terrorism on the areas in which the Organization has a 
comparative advantage. In general terms, the United Na-
tions should uphold, bolster and reassert the leading prin-
ciples and purposes of the United Nations Charter, the 
core of which are undermined and threatened by terror-
ism. The Organization’s activities should be part of a tri-
partite strategy supporting global efforts to: 
  *Dissuade disaffected groups from embracing terrorism; 
  *Deny groups or individuals the means to carry out acts 
of terrorism; 
  *Sustain broad-based international cooperation in the 

struggle against  terrorism. 
   It should institute a pe-
riodic review of the exist-
ing treaty regime, and 
must underscore the link-
ages between instruments 
of international criminal 
law and counter-terrorism 
conventions.  Full report 
is at http://www.un.org/
terrorism/a57273.doc. 
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The UN should 
be part of  a global 

strategy to fight 
terrorism. 

World Health Organization’s 
and UNAIDS HIV/AIDS Plan  
  The World Health Organization (WHO) and UNAIDS 
on December 1, 2003,  released a detailed and concrete 
plan to reach the 3 by 5 target of providing antiretroviral 
treatment to three million people living with AIDS in 
developing countries and those in transition by the end 
of 2005. This is a vital step towards the ultimate goal of 
providing universal access to AIDS treatment to all 
those who need it. 
  The strategy is a key element in a combined pro-
gramme of accelerating HIV/AIDS prevention and 

treatment. Much has al-
ready been done by 
countries, by UNAIDS, 
the World Bank, founda-
tions, WHO and many 
other groups. After 
twenty years of fighting 
the epidemic, it is now 
clear that a comprehen-
sive approach to HIV/
AIDS must include pre-
vention, treatment and 
c a r e .  S ee  h t t p : / /
www.who.int/mediacentre/

“A comprehen-
sive approach to 
HIV/AIDS 
must include  
prevention,  

treatment and 
cure.” 

UNESCO and 
other UN or-
ganizations are 

working for  
children world-

wide. 

UNESCO's Early Childhood and 
Family Education  
   UNESCO's Early Childhood and Family Education sec-
tion co-ordinates research, activities and initiatives under-
taken by UNESCO in early childhood care and education, 
and parent and family education. With the help of its spe-
cialized services, its roster of consultants, its partnerships 
with United Nations agencies, major institutes and 
NGOs, UNESCO  
 * provides various services to its Member States, United 
Nations agencies, foundations, organizations and indi-
viduals working in favour of children and families; 
  * participates in United Nations or other international 
initiatives in favour of children and families, in the con-

text of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child;  
  *encourages govern-
ments to integrate early 
childhood and family edu-
cation programmes in 
their long-term social and 
economic planning;    
  *serves as a networking 
centre and clearing house 
for information on early 
childhood issues, policies, 
programmes and organi-
zations.  See more at 
www.unesco.org/education. 



UNA-GKC News 

Irish, the Bangladeshi, for 
example, offer more 
peacekeeping soldiers then 
the US.  
   Further, Gillian Sorensen 
addressed the concern that 
the UN performs as a form 
of world government. She 
stressed that this is 
"impossible, because UN 
has no financial resources, 
no endowment and trust 
funds, no power to tax or 
to borrow."  
   Sorensen also addressed 
other issues dealing di-
rectly with the UN and the 
US. One such issue is the 
perception that the UN is 
anti-American. She em-
phasized that the “opposite 
is true”. According to 
Sorensen, the US is a 
recsets 

which were signed by 
most countries of the 
world.” These treaties 
include: The Conference 
on the Right of the Child; 
The Commission on Dis-
c r iminat ion  agains t 
Women; The Kyoto 
Treaty on Climate 
Change; The Law of the 
Sea; The Treaty on Land 
Mines and the Interna-
tional Criminal Court. 
Sorensen went on to call 
the US position with re-
gard to international trea-
t i e s  o n e  o f 
“exceptionalism”. She 
emphasized the impor-
tance of participation in 
such international treaties 
by the US, as well as 
other nations.  
      “The UN is the 
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Myths of the UN (continued from page 1) 
“The UN is the mechanism 
by which nations have the 
opportunity to solve prob-
lems by agreement rather 
than by force,” Sorensen 
said. 
   Sorensen called for rec-
ognition of the achieve-
ments of the UN not only 
in the area peacekeeping, 
but also in areas such as 
democratization and hu-
manitarian relief. She 
called the UN an indispen-
sable organization, provid-
ing a framework to nations 
for working on common 
issues.        
   “I do not know of any 
organization that has to do 
so much with so little re-
sources”, Gillian Sorensen 
said.  

UMKC Model UN Group to AMUN (continued from p. 1) 
lished during the confer-
ence, “one of the resolu-
tion’s goals is to establish 
a balance of power in the 
region.  Vasedeva Ramas-
wamy, Representative 
from Afghanistan, ex-
pressed concern for the 
dire state of affairs in 
which his country finds 
itself.  He is wary, how-
ever, of a foreign military          

presence, stressing that any 
forces from abroad must 
work in coalition with the 
Afghani military.” 
   Kabir Khanna reported:   
“The conference was well 
attended with hundreds of 
delegates representing 97 
countries. The specialty of 
this conference was the em-
phasis laid on professional-
ism, and on following the 

rules set for the confer-
ence. This made the con-
ference an extremely 
close simulation of the 
actual UN atmosphere – 
as stated by many, includ-
ing some of the actual UN 
representatives that at-
tended the conference. 
   For all of us at 
UMKC’s Model UN or-
ganization, the experience  

was one of a kind, offering 
truly international exposure 
to the world of diplomacy 
and negotiation – not far 
away from home! It is 
something that has helped 
us all understand, and ap-
preciate the work put in by 
the leaders of this world, in 
making it a better place.” 

 ognized role model that 
sets standards worldwide. 
She claims there is a de-
sire for American leader-
ship in the UN.  
   Another point in Soren-
sen’s speech was toward 
the perception that the 
UN is too costly to the 
US. The Assistant Secre-
tary-General stated: "the 
costs for the US amount 
to a $1.35 per person for a 
year", and called this cost 
"affordable." She re-
minded the audience that 
currently US is spending 
$400 billion on defense 
for a year.  
   Sorensen went on to 
point out that the US has 
refused to sign “major 
international treaties  
countries of the world 

Contest Winners from Mayor’s UN Dinner 
   For the Mayor’s UN 
Day Dinner last October, 
there were several con-
tests held for area middle 
and high school students.  
Here are the results:   
For the Visual Arts:  First  

Place:  Carey Richards, 
Olathe North HS, teacher/
sponsor Deanna Trapp;  
Second Place:  Ashley Ma-
honey, Shawnee Mission 
West HS, sponsor Greg 
Schieszer. For  Essays: 

First Place: Teonna Lee, 
Paseo Academy, sponsor 
Christopher Odam; Second 
Place: Sharnelle Guthrie, 
Paseo Academy,  sponsor 
Christopher Odam; For 
Poetry:  First Place:  Ken-

isha Amos, Paseo Academy, 
sponsor Christopher Odam; 
Second Place:  William 
Melton, Paseo Academy, 
sponsor Christopher Odam.  
Thanks to all of the schools, 
teachers and students that 
participated and congratula-
tions to the winners.  
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    Name:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
    Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
           ____________________________________________________________________________ 
    Email :__________________________________________________________________________ 
    Daytime Phone: __________________________Bus Phone: _______________________________     
    I am interested in a new membership 
    I am interested in renewing my existing membership 
    I am purchasing a gift membership 
    Chapter: Greater Kansas City Area Chapter                   
     Membership:   $1000 Lifetime (one time dues payment) 
            $ 500  Patron 
            $ 100  Sponsor 
            $   40  Member 
                             $   25  Introductory (First Year Only) 
            $   25  Senior 
            $   10  Student 
     Please make your check payable to UNA-USA and send it to: 
     UNA-USA, 801 Second Avenue, New York, NY  10017-4706 

 
    

   If you would like to become a member of the UNA-USA, Greater Kansas City Chapter, 
please use the form below or register online at www.unausa.org.  If you are already member, 
we thank you for your continued support. 
     

UNA-GKC MEMBERSHIP FORM  

Phone: 913-393-1929 
Email: wehmeyer@una-kc.org 

 

On This Day in 
History  

We’re on the Web 
at www.una-kc.org 

 

• January 2, Kofi Annan 
became seventh UN 
Secretary-General, 1997. 

• January 9, New UN 
Headquarters oficially 
opened in New York 
City, 1952. 

• January 23, UN Eco-
nomic and Social Coun-
cil (ECOSOC) first 
meeting, London, 1946. 

• January 30, World Court 
first met at The Hague, 
1922. 

• February 2, World Dis-
armament Conference 
convened, Geneva, 1932. 

• February 10, First meet-
ing of the UN Commis-
sion on the Status of 
Women, NY, 1947. 

• February 16, UN Hu-
man Rights Commis-
sion established, 1946. 

• February 21, First UN 
peacekeeping protection 
force goes to Yugosla-
via, 1992. 


